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To Phyllis Goldman—who is always ready to jump in with winning ideas

—S.J.M.

For Kate and Eliza
—K.O.
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Finally Ruby blew her whistle and said, “We need two'teams

for tug-of-war. Let’s split the group into halves so that each

team has the same number of campers.”




They counted off into two teams.

There were six campers on each team.

Each team had % of the campers.

6 is - of 12.



The campers tugged and grunted. And then they tugged

some more. Both teams tugged very hard.













Again, Ruby’s whistle blew. “Now it’s time for the
swimming relay race. There are three lanes in the pool.

Let’s split into thirds so that we have an equal number

of campers for each lane.”




They counted off into three teams.

There were four campers on each team.

Each team had % of the campers.

4 is 5 of 12.
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Ruby blew her whistle once more. “Next we’ll use our four
canoes for a race on the lake. We need to split the group
into fourths so that we have an equal number of camp

each canoe.” g



They counted off into four teams.

There were three campers on each team.

Each team had 711" of the campers.

3 is - of 12.
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dithen they paddled '-
1 d as they could.













“Okay, everyone!” Ruby yelled, and then

blew her whistle extra loud.




oL %

the long jump. This time, you’re on your own.”

“Let’s line up for the last event of the day—







Each camper took a turn
jumping. Finally, it was
Kangaroo’s turn.
Everyone yelled, “Jump,
Kangaroo, jump!” He
closed his eyes, sprang
forward on his big hind
legs, and jumped just as

far as he could.
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FOR ADULTS AND KIDS

If you would like to have more fun with the math concepts presented in Jump,
Kangaroo, Jump!, here are a few suggestions:

® Read the story with the child and talk about what is going on in each picture.
Discuss why the group is splitting into a different number of teams for each
competition.

® Ask questions throughout the story such as: “How many teams are needed?” “When
the group is split so that each team has the same number of campers, how many are
on cach team?” “What fraction of the total number of campers is that?”

® Talk abour fractions of groups. Give the child 12 bottle caps or buttons and pretend
that each one is a camper. Encourage the child to divide the campers into 2 teams
and tell what fraction of the group each team is. Try this with 3 and 4 teams.

® Talk about fractions of wholes. Each lane of the swimming pool is - of the pool.
Demonstrate other fractions of wholes by cutting a pizza or folding a piece of paper
into halves, quarters, etc.

® Ask: “How many parts is the swimming pool divided into? Whar fraction do we
call each pare?” Then ask: “How many teams are the swimmers divided into? What
fraction do we call each team? Why are the parts of the pool and the teams called
by the same fraction?”
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ollowing are some activities that will help you extend the conceprs presented in
Jump, Kangaroo, Jump!into a child’s everyday life.

In the Kitchen: Divide 24 toothpicks into groups of 8 toothpicks each. How
many groups are there? What fraction of the total is each group? What is +- of
242 Use the same 24 toothpicks and try groups of 6 and 4.

Snack Time: Divide a bowl of popcorn evenly between the members of your
family. Eat any kernels that are left over. How many kernels did each person
getz How many people are in your family? What fraction of the total number of
kernels did each person ger?

Counting Pennies: Gather a pile of pennies and count them. Divide them equally
between 2 friends. How many pennies make up half the total? Try dividing the
pennies equally between 3 and 4 friends. How many pennies does each friend
have and what fraction of the total number of pennies is that?

he following stories include some of the same concepts that are presented in

Jump, Kangaroo, Jump!:

® THE DOORBELL RANG by Par Hutchins <5a
® FRACTION ACTION by Loreen Leedy <o)
® EATING FRACTIONS by Bruce McMillan









STUART J. MURPHY is a visual learning
specialist. A graduate of the Rhode Island School
of Design, he has a strong background in design
and art direction. He also has extensive experi-
ence in the world of educational publishing.
Drawing on all of these talents, Stuart Murphy
brings a unique perspective to the MathStart
series. In MathStart books, pictures do more
than tell stories; they teach math.

Stuart Murphy and his wife, Nancy, recently
traveled to Australia, where they saw kangaroos,
koalas, and emus in person. They live in
Evanston, lllinois.

KEVIN O’MALLEYand Stuart Murphy first
collaborated on TOO MANY KANGAROO THINGS TO DO!
Kevin O’'Malley has written and illustrated
many other books for children, including roSIE's
FIDDLE by Phyllis Root and his own VELCOME.
He lives in Baltimore, Maryland, with his wife

and children.



STUART J. MURPHY travels all over the United
States talking to thousands of kids. And you'll never believe
what they talk about: MATH! Stuart shows kids that they use
math every day—to share a pizza, spend their allowance, and
even sort socks. Stuart writes funny stories about math—and
if you read his books, you'll start to see the fun in math, too.

JUMP, KANGAROO, JUMP!

I’r’s Field Day, and Kangaroo and his pals are
out to win the tug-of-war, the swimming relay
race, the canoe race, and the long jump. Readers

will learn all about fractions as they cheer for
Kangaroo.
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